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KeyCite® on WestlawNext® 

KeyCite® on WestlawNext® may be used to 

check a case’s history for precedential 

changes or look for citing references to a 

case. 

 

To find KeyCite® information for a case, 

search for the case or type the case or item 

number in the search bar at the top of the 

WestlawNext® homepage. 

 

Open the document you would like to view. 

 

KeyCite® symbols will appear above the 

document with a brief explanation of the 

most negative treatment indicated by the 

symbol and a link to the related document. 

 

A yellow flag indicates a document 

has some negative treatment. 

A red flag indicates a document is no 

longer good law for at least one point 

of law. 

A blue-striped flag indicates a 

document has been appealed to the 

U.S. Courts of Appeals or the U.S. 

Supreme Court (excluding appeals 

originating from agencies). 

 

A series of tabs appear below the KeyCite® 

status line to provide the following 

information: 

 

The Filing Tab contains a list of documents 

filed in connection to your case.  These 

items will be marked Out of Plan to indicate 

they are not offered as part of the Law 

Library’s Patron Access subscription, but 

copies may be requested directly from the 

Court Clerk where the case was filed. 

 

The Negative Treatment tab includes 

Negative Citing References with Depth-of -

Treatment-Bars and Headnotes, described in 

the next column.  

The History tab opens a graphical chart of 

the case, with Direct History items listed in 

the left panel. 

 

The Citing References tab includes cases, 

documents, and other sources of law that 

have referred to the cited document.  Depth-

of-Treatment-Bars and Headnotes at the 

right of each item provide information about  

how much and how it refers to the document 

you are researching. 
 
EXAMINED – extensive discussion of the 

cited case. 

 

DISCUSSED – substantial discussion of the 

cited case. 

 

CITED – some discussion of the cited case.  

 

MENTIONED – brief reference to the cited 

case. 

 

”” Quotation Marks indicate that the citing 

document directly quotes the cited case. 

 

Headnotes indicate which point of law a 

citing document discusses.  

 

The Table of Authorities tab lists cases that 

have been relied upon as authority in the 

document viewed. 

 

Information found on WestlawNext® may 

be saved to a thumb drive, sent to an e-mail 

address, or printed to the Reference Desk 

by using the icons in the upper right corner 

of the webpage. 

 

If you have difficulty using WestlawNext®, 

please ask for assistance at the Reference 

Desk. 

https://a.next.westlaw.com/Link/RelatedInformation/Flag?documentGuid=I510991a076e811e5a966f97caf3cb288&transitionType=Document&originationContext=docHeaderFlag&contextData=(sc.Keycite)

